
The Wadham family's lineage is deeply intertwined with the rich 

tapestry of England's history. Their story begins with Jeremiah 

Wadham, born around 1750, a time when England was undergoing 

significant changes. The Industrial Revolution was on the horizon, and 

the country was experiencing a shift from agrarian to industrial 

societies. Amidst this backdrop, Jeremiah married Elizabeth Rock. 

Their union produced three children: William, Sarah, and Thomas. 

 

William Wadham, the eldest, was born in London, a city bustling with 

activity and growth. By the time of his birth in 1777, London was the 

world's largest city, a hub of trade, culture, and innovation. William 

later settled in Cockpit Alley, Southwark, a district known for its 

vibrant markets and diverse population. He married Rose Merchant in 

the historic Holborn St Giles in the Fields, a church that had witnessed 

countless unions and ceremonies over the centuries. Rose, born 

around 1782, was a contemporary of the Romantic poets and the 

Napoleonic Wars. Their family grew with the addition of six children. 

 

Rose Eliza (Sarah) Wadham's life was a journey that took her from the 

streets of Southwark, Surrey, to the distant shores of Moorabbin, 

Victoria, Australia. By the mid-19th century, Australia was a land of 

opportunity, attracting immigrants from all over the world. Rose 

Eliza's adventurous spirit saw her marry three times and bear several 

children. Her descendants would later contribute to the cultural and 

social fabric of Australia. 

 

George Wadham's birthplace, Hospital, Endell St, Holborn, London, 

speaks of a city that was at the forefront of medical advancements. 

His marriage to Hannah Beard in Exeter, Devon, connected the 

Wadhams to the picturesque landscapes of southwest England, 

known for its maritime history and cultural heritage. 

 



William Wadham, named after his father, grew up in Southwark, 

Surrey, during a time when England was asserting its dominance on 

the global stage. His marriage to Mary Priestman added another 

branch to the Wadham family tree, with their children carrying 

forward the family's legacy. 

 

Harriett Wadham's life was rooted in Southwark, Surrey, but her 

marriage to Timothy Manning in Lambeth St John the Evangelist 

added a religious dimension to the family's history. Lambeth, with its 

iconic Lambeth Palace, was a spiritual center for the Church of 

England. 

 

Throughout the generations, the Wadham family navigated the 

challenges and opportunities presented by their times. From the 

cobbled streets of London to the vast expanse of Australia, their story 

is a reflection of the broader historical currents that shaped the world. 

Their legacy, a blend of resilience, adventure, and love, continues to 

inspire their descendants and all who come across their tale. 


