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APRIL SUNDAY MEETING 

Join us at our April SeniorNet Sunday meeting for 
a fun and friendly Quiz Morning! Test your 
knowledge, share a few laughs, and enjoy the 
challenge with fellow members in a relaxed and 
welcoming atmosphere. Whether you’re a quiz 
enthusiast or just enjoy mixing with fellow club 
members come and participate.  We will form 
small groups so you don’t have to solve 
everything on your own. 

As always, we’ll have 
our usual morning tea 
available, with coffee, 
tea, and a selection of 
delicious goodies to 
enjoy. Come along, 

bring a friend, and make a morning of it — we 
look forward to seeing you there for a great mix 
of fun, fellowship, and friendly competition! 
 

UPCOMING SESSIONS 
Cryptic Crosswords & Sudoku 
Bridget Taylerson is a much-valued friend of our club who 
generously shares her expertise and enthusiasm for 
cryptic crosswords. With patience, clarity, and a sense of 
humour, Bridget guides us through the art of deciphering 
clues, revealing the clever wordplay and hidden meanings 
that make cryptics so rewarding. Her supportive teaching 
style builds our confidence, sharpens our thinking skills, 
and makes each session both educational and enjoyable. 
Thanks to Bridget, solving cryptic crosswords has become 
a shared pleasure. 
 
Join our little group every 1st and 3rd Thursday morning at 
10am – get some help and have some fun.  Next session 
Thursday 2 April at 10am. (See also Tutor Notes) 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

AI Creates Library Catalogue! 

At our next AI session we will also demonstrate how we 
are using an amazing process with ChatGPT and 
photography to produce a library catalogue. [See also 

Tutor Notes] 
 

ANOTHER UPCOMING SESSION 
Discover a Free Alternative to Photoshop 
Curious about simple and useful photo-editing 
tools that don’t cost a cent? At our next 
ChatGPT & AI session on Wednesday 8 April, 
Lois Kay will demonstrate two excellent free 
alternatives to Photoshop and show just how 
much can be achieved with them. Whether 
you’re editing family photos or exploring 
creative ideas, this practical session will reveal 
tools well worth discovering. Don’t miss it! 
[See also Tutor Notes] 

 
 
 

Please let our membership secretary know if you have changed your email address and/or phone numbers so we 

can update our records 
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CLUB DIRECTORY 

 

WEBSITE www.seniornetns.com FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61562462001329 

EMAIL snetns@xtra.co.nz 

TELEPHONE 486 2163 

CLASSES Learning Centre, Suite 3, St John Ambulance Building, 2 Shea Terrace, Takapuna 

MEETINGS 2nd Sunday of each month, 10 am in the Hall, St John, 2 Shea Terrace, Takapuna 

CONTACT The Secretary, SeniorNet NS Inc. snetns@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE & SUPPORT TEAMS 
2025 – 26 

 

CHAIRPERSON Ruth Healy ruthhealy54@gmail.com 027 291 1489 

VICE CHAIRPERSON Jurgen Schubert jschubert@outlook.co.nz 021 257 8814 

TREASURER June McCullough june.apollo@gmail.com 021 885 117 

SECRETARY Marina Sanderson marinasanderson@gmail.com 021 02789790 

MEMBERSHIP Patricia Lough loughie@outlook.co.nz 413 6322 

WEBMASTERS Campbell Stanford & Jurgen Schubert camstan69@gmail.com 021 717 008 

TECHNICAL    

SPECIAL PROJECTS Campbell Stanford camstan69@gmail.com 021 717 008 

COMMITTEE Lois Kay lois.kay@xtra.co.nz 027 2710154 

COMMITTEE Beryl Louis Beryllouis2@gmal.com  

AUDITOR Glen Plaistowe   

LIBRARIANS Jeanne-Anne Jacob & Patricia Lough   

NEWSLETTER Lois Kay & Campbell Stanford seniornet.newsletter@gmail.com 027 2710154 

PROVIDORE Jeanne-Anne Jacob jacob-jeanneanne@xtra.co.nz 027 279 2854 

SUNDAY MEETING TEA Various   

SPEAKER ORGANISER Jurgen Schubert (also Outside Visits) jschubert@outlook.co.nz 021 257 8814 

 

  

http://www.seniornetns.com/
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61562462001329
mailto:snetns@xtra.co.nz
mailto:ruthhealy54@gmail.com
mailto:jschubert@outlook.co.nz
mailto:june.apollo@gmail.com
mailto:marinasanderson@gmail.com
mailto:loughie@outlook.co.nz
mailto:camstan69@gmail.com
mailto:camstan69@gmail.com
mailto:lois.kay@xtra.co.nz
mailto:seniornet.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:jacob-jeanneanne@xtra.co.nz
mailto:jschubert@outlook.co.nz
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CHAIR REPORT 
APRIL 2026 

  Another month again gone way too fast - And now April is here and that brings both Easter and 

Anzac Day as public Holidays.    

We had our Monthly Meeting which included our Special General Meeting to allow our new 

Constitution to be approved and sent into the appropriate places.  Thank you to all who supported 

that.  This means that we are registered under The Incorporated Societies Act 2022 and not the one we have 

been working under which was The Incorporated Societies Act 1908 – It has taken them a long time to change 

things!  

In March we carried on learning, creating and enjoying the fellowship.  It is so lovely to have somewhere to go 

that is relaxing, and the people there care about one another.   I am incredibly proud to be part of the team that 

makes this happen.   The current Committee Members, and all the past Committee members really do and have 

done, an amazing job.  Your committee is a well-oiled machine.   On that note we are looking for a couple more 

members for the year beginning August 2026.   Some of our current members have been there a while and it’s 

good to have a bit of new blood come in.  We did not replace three that left last term so need to add some in this 

year.  There is not a lot of work to be done by any one member.  We try to have 10 on the Committee and that 

means only a little for each person.   Sometimes in a month there is nothing really that needs attention.   So 

please think about hopping on the Committee for a year.   See how the place runs and have some import as to 

the future sessions and direction we are going.  

The Craft Group continues to supply bootees and beanies for a Children’s Charity - if anyone has any wool or 

material suitable for bibs, please let us know. Any sheets that can be used for Cot Sheets - June is a dab hand at 

making these and we know that anything we pass on is so much appreciated.  June is willing to pass on any bits 

and pieces of sewing materials or sundry sewing stuff to an appropriate group to be repurposed and 

redistributed to those in need.  Come along to this group to have a chat about what they do.  

 
 
 
 
Ruth Healy 
Chair  
SeniorNet North Shore 
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SCHEDULE 
APRIL 2026 

 
Select a class, discussion group or tutorial that appeals from the tutors’ notes on pages 6 to 9. The following 

schedule details date, time and venue for activities, including type, cost and whether it is necessary to book 

(if booking is required, please contact the tutor). Pay at door. All welcome. 
 

Monthly meetings are held in the hall 10am – 12:00 noon on the 2nd Sunday of each month. Come along 

and listen to some interesting speakers. Gold coin donation appreciated. Everyone welcome. Please wear 

your name tag to all sessions to put name to a face. Free refreshments are provided at all Discussion Groups, 

Tutorials, and Monthly Sunday Meetings. 
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T = TUTORIALS               D = DISCUSSION GROUPS               TIMES:  AM = 10.00 to 12.00         PM = 1.00 to 3.00 
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TUTOR NOTES 
MARCH 2026 

 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP       Tutor: Lois Kay 

Join our friendly Genealogy Workshop and uncover the background behind your family history. 

Whether you’re just starting or experienced, all are welcome. We especially value members 

sharing their own stories or discoveries—these contributions enrich our sessions and make 

each gathering more engaging, informative, and enjoyable for everyone. 

 

1ST FRIDAY GENEALOGY       Tutor: Bernice Hyde 

Bernice will once again demonstrate her ability in thorough research skills. Bernice regularly 

follows avenues that many other researchers don’t consider and comes up with surprising results. 

 

 

CARD PLAYING GROUP      Host: Campbell Stanford 

What a fun time playing cards can be! For raw beginners and cardsharps alike. Beginners 

appreciate the comfortable pace at which they can learn and hone their skills. Great 

camaraderie in a very friendly group that is much more than just card playing. Learning and 

developing strategies combined with luck and great humour alleviates stress and keeps your 

mind sharp and active. Currently our most popular game is “Oh Hell” which goes down well 

with all players with winners switching around from session to session. Depending on the 

number of participants, we also play 500 and Euchre and have dabbled with cribbage, one of the best games for 

as little as 2 players. Please come and try it. You are also most welcome to bring a guest with you for a free session.  

 

OUR WORLD       Tutor: Glen Plaistowe 

Our World is a mix of current affairs, a sharing of places we have visited, events that have been 

part of our lives or what we have explored - people and places that are of interest. You do not 

have to have skills in PowerPoint. You just need to have an interest in our world and world events 

and are happy to share any insights or experiences you have. 
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NOSTALGIA        Host: Ian Robinson 

This session will allow us to remember the good, crazy and unusual. Join us for thought-

provoking conversations, fun memories, and interesting insights. You'll have the opportunity to 

share your own experiences and hear from others in a friendly and welcoming atmosphere. 

 

 

FILM APPRECIATION      Host: Marina Sanderson 

Experience the magic of cinema at SeniorNet North Shore's newest session, "Film Appreciation." 

Join us in the cosy clubrooms as we transport you through time with a curated selection of 

timeless classics and contemporary masterpieces. Dive into the world of storytelling, 

cinematography, and emotion as we explore the art of filmmaking together. Discover the rich 

history of cinema and share your thoughts and insights with fellow film enthusiasts. Whether 

you're a cinephile or just looking for a delightful movie, this session promises to be a “reel” treat for all. 

COMPUTER CHAT GROUP       Tutor: Melson Lee 

Melson Lee of Tekzone Ltd (one of our advertisers) will be available to have your computer 

questions answered and discussed, and with luck – resolved! What a great opportunity for us all! 

We have great attendance at these sessions and benefit from Melson’s extensive knowledge. 

 

 

CRYPTIC CROSS WORDS & SUDOKU         Tutor: Bridget Taylerson 

Sharpen your mind and boost your puzzle-solving skills with Bridget Taylerson’s engaging Cryptic 

Crosswords & Sudoku sessions. Held twice a month, these popular workshops guide participants 

through practical techniques and clever strategies that turn puzzling mysteries into satisfying 

“aha!” moments. Ideal for beginners and seasoned solvers alike. [Also see front page] 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY        Tutor: Rex Oddy 

Each month photography group members are invited to bring along digital images or videos that 

are either based on the theme for the month or are of personal interest.  We have a theme each 

month, because having a theme can create a challenge and meeting that challenge helps us to 

improve our photography.  Above all, photography like all hobbies and art forms is a personal 

activity.  We take photos for ourselves, it doesn’t matter if other people don’t quite get the 

point, it’s whether we like them or not that matters most and being part of a group helps us to learn and 
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improve. Most months in addition to our workshop there is a photoshoot, a photographic field trip.  Everyone is 

welcome to join the photoshoot but the location is not decided until just before the date of the outing.  The date 

of the photoshoot is on the monthly schedule but for time and location details email rex.oddy@xtra.co.nz.    

 

A.I. CHATGPT, etc.   Host: Ruth Healy 

Let’s keep the momentum going! 

We’re excited to continue our journey with this ever-evolving program. Many of our fellow 

members have shared fascinating ways they've been using ChatGPT – from everyday tasks to 

creative exploration. 

We warmly welcome your input, ideas, experiences, and questions. Let’s continue growing together through 

technology! [See more information for ‘AI Library’ and ‘Alternatives to Photoshop’ on front page] 

 

COOKING CHAT Host: Marina Sanderson 

Come along and learn about cooking for one, two or more people. Share favourite recipes and 

find new recipes to try. There is a new topic every month to tantalise your taste buds.  

 

 

COFFEE GROUP        Host: Patricia Lough 

Not so very different from Book Ends. We will discuss all sorts of things, whatever takes our 

fancy.  Of course, there will be trips down memory lane with short cuts and detours, some to do 

with whatever we’re discussing but not necessarily. Give some thought to topics you find 

interesting not only to read about but activities, shows, sports, tv etc etc etc (to quote The King 

and I       ). 

 

PAINTING GROUP         Host: Glen Plaistowe 

At our painting group on the 1st and 3rd Mondays we share and comment on the paintings we 

had done at home and marvel at the range of styles and subjects we have achieved. We then 

paint together sharing skills and techniques we have learnt. 

 

 

mailto:rex.oddy@xtra.co.nz
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HANDCRAFTS         Host: June McCullough 

Handcraft is for anyone who likes to craft by hand. It can be knitting, crochet, lace making, hand 

sewing or hand embroidery, card making. Come along and share your talent. If you want to 

learn great just bring your supplies.  You can knit and sew for the charity we support if you wish 

or just come along and have a cuppa and chat. 

 

 

FAMILY TREE MAKER       Tutor: Bernice Hyde 

Join Bernice, an experienced user and tutor of Family Tree Maker, as she shares her extensive 

knowledge of the program’s features. Whether you're just starting out or an advanced user 

looking to refine your family tree, Bernice is here to answer your questions and help you make 

the most of this powerful tool.  

 

 

iPHONE & THINGS        Tutor: Bruce Graham 

Bruce has again kindly stepped in to host this session. It will be a Q & A and discussion forum 

where you can share experiences, ask questions, get answers and also learn tips and tricks for a 

range of iPad/iPhone situations. 
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MARCH SUNDAY MEETING 

MATT ELLIOTT 

Our March speaker, Matt, has been a long-time researcher and follower of the 

skills of Billy T James and was well equipped to give us a look back at a remarkable 

talent. 

Billy T. James remains one of New Zealand’s most beloved entertainers, a 

comedian who made the difficult art of making people laugh appear effortless. 

With his mischievous smile, distinctive giggle, and unforgettable yellow towel, Billy 

became a familiar and cherished presence in homes across the country. 

A remarkably versatile performer, he could sing, play instruments, mimic accents, 

dance, sketch cartoons, and deliver jokes with impeccable timing. His comedy style 

drew on everyday New Zealand life, often reflecting characters and moments he had observed around him. The 

famous towel-around-the-neck persona, for instance, grew out of memories from his days at the Māori Boys’ 

Hostel in Auckland, where late-night storytelling, laughter, and mimicry helped shape his natural gift for 

entertainment. 

Billy first gained national recognition through Radio Times, playing the pompous English announcer Dexter 

Fitzgibbon—so convincingly that many viewers struggled to believe the character was actually played by a shy 

Māori performer. His popularity quickly led to The Billy T. James Show, where sketches such as “Te News” and his 

legendary home-improvement parody delighted audiences with cheeky wordplay and distinctly Kiwi humour. 

What made Billy special was not simply the jokes, but the warmth 

behind them. His comedy allowed New Zealanders to laugh together at 

shared experiences without cruelty or malice. Off stage he was known 

as a gentle, generous, and somewhat shy man who simply wanted to 

make people happy. 

Even decades after his passing at just 42, the mention of Billy T. James 

still brings a smile. His humour, kindness, and unmistakable style 

secured him a unique place in New Zealand’s cultural history.  

Do have a look at Matt’s website:   https://mattelliottnz.com/   Matt is 

an author and is self-employed. 

 

 

 

https://mattelliottnz.com/
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FEBRUARY VISIT TO WEST LYNN GARDENS 

On a fine day, seven of us set off on an enjoyable visit to West Auckland. 

The garden was established in 1984, spans about 1.5 hectares and is tucked away into a residential area.  Over the 

years, volunteers have nurtured the space into a flourishing oasis filled with mainly native plants and protected 

heritage trees and some of our knowledgeable gardeners were able to identify many species.  The most captivating 

attraction for us, whether photographer or not, was the butterfly house, where we spent considerable time.  Over 

the period from December to April the entire life cycle of the Monarch butterfly can be observed, which is for 

another day.  

At the end of the visit, we decided to return to the Coffee Lab next to the Events Centre rather than searching for 

a venue in New Lynn for the obligatory coffee and snack bringing a delightful outing to a cheerful conclusion.  
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WINSTON CHURCHILL QUOTES (PART 4) 
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TECHNICAL ARTICLE 

Transferring music from your Windows desktop to your iPad using several methods. 

 

Here are the best options: 

1. Using iTunes (Wired or Wi-Fi Sync) 

Requirements: Install iTunes for Windows if you haven't already. 

Steps: 

1. Connect your iPad to your Windows PC using a USB cable (or use Wi-Fi sync if enabled). 
2. Open iTunes on your PC. 
3. Click on the device icon (iPad) in the top-left corner. 
4. Go to Music in the left sidebar. 
5. Check "Sync Music" and choose either: 

o Entire library (syncs all songs) 
o Selected playlists, artists, albums, and genres (pick specific music) 

6. Click Apply or Sync to transfer the music. 

To enable Wi-Fi sync: 

• Go to Summary in iTunes, check "Sync with this iPad over Wi-Fi", and apply changes. 
• Now, the iPad will sync when on the same Wi-Fi network as your PC. 

 

2. Using iCloud Drive (Wireless) 

Requirements: iCloud for Windows (optional). 

Steps: 

1. Open iCloud Drive on your PC or visit iCloud.com. 
2. Upload your music files (MP3, AAC, etc.). 
3. On your iPad, open the Files app. 
4. Find and download the songs from iCloud Drive. 

https://www.apple.com/itunes/
https://www.icloud.com/
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3. Using a USB Flash Drive with the Files App 

If you have a USB-C to USB adapter (or a Lightning adapter for older iPads), you can: 

1. Copy music to a USB drive. 
2. Plug it into your iPad. 
3. Open the Files app to access and copy the files. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP  
 

 

 

  

Lois Kay 
(just to clarify - this is the photograph that she took) 

Gary Martelli 

Debbie Seekup 

Pauline Rundle 
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WATER PAINTING GROUP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelly Bell 

Lois Kay 

Barbara Hay 
June McCullough 

Ruth Healy Glen Plaistowe 
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WE CANNOT LEAVE MARCH BEHIND WITHOUT A COUPLE OF IRISH JOKES 

 

 


